
 

Redx Pharma and Pierre Fabre collaborate 
in the promising field of Onco-Dermatology 
06 Mar 2014 

CASTRES, France and LIVERPOOL, UK –Redx Pharma and Pierre 
Fabre Laboratories have today completed a collaboration and option 
agreement in cancer research. 

The exclusive deal will see Redx and Pierre Fabre Research Institute (IRPF) work 
together on the evaluation and development of a small molecule program for an 
undisclosed oncology target. Following the first stage of the collaboration, IRPF will 
have the option to enter into exclusive negotiations to license global rights for the 
program in selected cancer indications. 

The financial terms of the agreement have not been disclosed but Redx Pharma 
chief executive Neil Murray described the deal as a highly significant milestone in the 
company’s development. 

The Redx Pharma group is focused on early stage drug discovery and development 
programmes at sites in Liverpool (Redx Oncology) and at Alderley Park, Cheshire 
(Redx Anti-Infectives). 

Pierre Fabre, the second largest French pharmaceutical company, enjoys world-
class expertise in both oncology and dermatology. Its portfolio is focused on 
chemotherapies, monoclonal antibodies, immuno-conjugates assets at various 
development phases and several value-added dermatological drugs, including 
dedicated products for orphan and debilitating conditions such as infantile 
hemangiomas. The pipeline has been reinforced recently with a licensing agreement 
for a new cancer therapeutic in immuno-oncology, AUNP12, an immune checkpoint 
modulator targeting the PD-1 pathway. 

Neil Murray, chief executive, Redx Pharma said: We are delighted to have reached 
an agreement with Pierre Fabre, which represents the first major transaction for our 
anti-cancer subsidiary Redx Oncology. The collaboration demonstrates the potential 
of our oncology pipeline to deliver novel cancer therapeutics which all concerned 
hope will generate significant patient benefits. We look forward to benefitting from 
Pierre Fabre’s outstanding capabilities in this area and developing a long and 
successful partnership. 



 

Christian Bailly, Head of Research at Pierre Fabre Pharmaceuticals, said: We are 
looking forward to working with Redx Pharma as part of our commitment to external 
innovation to complete our cutting-edge R&D capabilities. This collaboration with 
Redx Oncology, a dynamic and visionary biotech company, marks an additional 
milestone in our partnering research strategy. Combining our capabilities with Redx 
researchers will accelerate our drug discovery process. 

Capitalizing on our proven scientific expertise in oncology, skin cancers represent 
one of the key axis of our R&D efforts in dermatology, added Dr Jean-Jacques 
Voisard, General Manager of Pierre Fabre Dermatologie, the division in charge of 
Pierre Fabre’s dermatology product portfolio. 

About Onco-dermatology 

Skin cancers today represent 30% of total cancers. The incidence increases by 5% 
each year and it is expected a 50% increase of activity among liberal dermatologists, 
key players in skin cancer care, before 2030. Remarkable progresses have however 
been made in the last 20 years in the fundamental understanding of cancer, to 
consider today “smart” treatment of these cancers, with therapies as targeted as 
possible, in order to limit the morbidity associated with surgery. 

About Redx Pharma 

The Redx Pharma group is focused on early stage drug discovery and development 
programmes at sites in Liverpool (Redx Oncology) and at Alderley Park, Cheshire 
(Redx Anti-infectives). Fulfilling the needs of large and mid-sized pharma companies 
for new pipeline compounds, Redx provides translational research capacity and 
expertise with a focus in areas such as cancer stem cells, tumour immunology and 
anti-microbial resistance. Redx completed its first major collaboration agreement with 
the Royal Liverpool and Broadgreen University Hospitals Trust in November 2013 to 
work together on new drugs to combat the growing threat of antibiotic resistance. 

About Pierre Fabre 

Pierre Fabre is a privately-owned health care company created in 1961 by Mr Pierre 
Fabre. It is the second largest French independent pharmaceutical group with 2013 
sales exceeding €2 billion (yet to be audited) across 140 countries. The company is 
structured around two divisions: Pharmaceuticals (Prescription drugs, OTC, Oral 
care) and Dermo-cosmetics. Prescription drugs are organized around four main 
franchises: oncology, dermatology, women’s health and neuropsychiatry. Pierre 
Fabre employs some 10 000 people worldwide, including 1 300 in R&D. The 
company allocates about 20% of its pharmaceuticals sales to R&D and relies on 



 

more than 25 years of experience in the discovery, development and global 
commercialization of innovative drugs in oncology. Pierre Fabre has a long 
commitment to oncology and immunology with major R&D centers in France: the 
Pierre Fabre immunology Centre (CIPF) in Saint Julien en Genevois and the Pierre 
Fabre Research Institute (IRPF) located on the Toulouse-Oncopole campus which 
has been officially recognized as a National Center of Excellence for cancer 
research since 2012. 

Created in 1983, present in 84 countries, Pierre Fabre Dermatologie have become a 
global player in dermatology. Their product portfolio cover the management of major 
dermatological disorders such as acne, psoriasis, inflammatory dermatitis, fungal 
infections, alopecia, etc. Pierre Fabre Dermatology combines the absolute 
requirement of quality and efficiency for its drugs, to the search of the most 
appropriate dosage forms, and the best accompanying of dermatologists. 

 

For more information: 

http://www.pierre-fabre.com 

 


